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The life and Independence Movement

of Gyeongju Millionaire Choi Joon

Kwon, Dae—Woong

Choi Joon (July 27, 1884 ~ Oct, 13, 1970) was born in the transitional
period of the end of the Joseon Dynasty and has lived the tumultuous period
of the Japanese occupation, He was born as the first son in the family of
Gyeongju Choi millionaire, who has produced Jinsa(a person who has
passed the primary state examination only in the Joseon Dynasty) for nine
generations and been a millionaire for twelve generations, He was the last
host of the Choi millionaire who had contributed the economic power of his
family to the independence movement, and was a man of national
movement who has practiced the noblesse oblige,

In his youth, Choi Joon was interested in the education development and
industry promotion as a save-the-nation movement for the restoration of its
sovereignty, And he, after 1910, participated in the independence movement,
corporate activities, economic movement, and cultural movement as a
national movement,

His participation in and support for the independence movement
organizations were extensive and various, He supported the independence
movement financially while he served as a member of the Chosun
Sovereignty Restoration Association and a treasurer of Kwangbokhae, He

dispatched his third brother Wan to the Korean Provisional Government in
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Shanghai as a member of financial affairs, and has been involved in various
activities by supporting independence movement both inside and outside of
the country,

As a businessman and the president of Baeksan Trade, he took part in
various foundation and management of many businesses, He participated in
the independence movement organizations and supported independence
activists through his business activities,

He had interest in the businesses of the press, education and culture as
a part of cultural movement, and has been interest in the nurturing of
national culture,

His property was attached by the Chosun Siksan Bank as the result of
bankruptcy of Baeksan Trade in January, 1928, It was partly because he did
could not collect money for goods in the trade, but it actually was because
his support for the independence movement was extensive,

Choi Joon sometimes took a compromising attitude toward the conciliation
and pressure of the Japanese Government-General of Korea, which was his
limit in which he had to do both independence movement and business
activity, Therefore, the millionaire Choi Joon was obliged to have limit to

some extent in his militancy,

Key words: Independence Movement, National Movement, Noblesse Oblige,

Economic Movement, Cultural Movement



