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Disputes over the petition for mandate in the
early stages of the Provisional Government of

the Republic of Korea

Oh, Young—Seob

This thesis deals with one of the biggest issues in the history of Korean
Independence Movement, the dispute over the petition for mandate, The
petition for mandate is the document which Rhee, Syng-man, Jeong,
Han-kyeong, Kim, Kyu-sik and others tried to submit to Paris Peace
Conference through the president of the United States, Thomas Woodrow
Wilson right after the Samil Independence Movement, In the document, there
is a paragraph asking to place Korea under the League of Nations mandate
for a certain period of time under the definite precondition to guarantee
complete independence of Korea in the future,

Rhee, Syng-man and Jeong, Han-kyeong submitted the petition for
mandate to President Wilson, After drawing up the petition with the help of
foreigners having a thorough knowledge of the international law, they
underwent review and received approval from Ahn, Chang-ho, chairman of
Korean National Association, Also Kim, Gyu-sik, the delegate of Shinhan
Youth Party to Paris Peace Conference submitted the petition for mandate to
Paris Peace Conference, These show that the moderate independence
activists shared the theory of the petition for mandate as a plan for Korea’s

independence,
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The theory of the petition for mandate which was raised by the
independence activists was the realistic second best policy considering the
Korea's actual circumstances and the international situation at the end of
1910s, In order to utilize the advantageous international situation of the
advocation of the principle of self-determination of peoples and the
establishment of the League of Nations, they petitioned Paris Peace
Conference for mandate, The theory of the petition for mandate was not an
unpatriotic logic ruinous to their country or pro-American background
diplomacy, but a save-the-nation diplomacy based on the spirit of national
independence,

The theory of the petition for mandate claimed by Rhee, Syng-man, Jeong,
Han-kyeong and Kim, Gyu-sik included the plan for gradual independence
by stages for laying the foundations for Korea’s sovereign independence by
improving its ability under the neutral position, They put a long-range plan
for independence in the petition, that is, they wanted to advance democracy
in Korea of the neutral position under the United States mandate for a
certain period of time and accomplish economic growth through free trade
with all the countries of the world, And they wanted to achieve Korea's
complete independence in case that an earthshaking event like the US-Japan
war would break out,

The dispute over the petition for mandate which started in the early stages
of the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea had the character of
a struggle for supremacy to get rid of opposed competitive forces, In a
word, the dispute was carried out as part of the anti-Provisional Government
and anti-Rhee, Syng-man drive, It didn’t keep a constructive stance to adopt
the theory of diplomatic independence in the petition as the strategy for the
establishment of a new country,

The dispute resulted from a power competition between Rhee, Syng-man
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and Park, Yong-man, The strongest criticism of the petition came from Park,
Yong-man forces, Their confrontation resulted from differences in policy
distinctly separated in the course of independence movement in Hawaii in
the middle of 1910s, The idea of Rhee, Syng-man who advocated the theory
of diplomatic independence and the theory of ability training was
incompatible with that of Park, Yong-man who advocated the theory of the
war of independence, Their ideological struggle violently arose over the
petition again in China,

The system of the League of Nations mandate and the system of the
United Nations trusteeship were designed as a measure to deal with colonies
after two world wars, The Republic of Korea established an independent
democratic state in South Korea through the general election under the UN
surveillance after 3 year U, S, military rule after the liberation from Japan,
Therefore it is needed to take a serious view of the case of Korea, which
developed into a modern nation that accomplished national prosperity and

defense through trusteeship that was similar to mandate,

Key words : Rhee, Syng-man, Jeong, Han-kyeong, Kim, Gyu-sik, Ahn,
Chang-ho, Park, Yong-man, Mandate, Paris Peace Conference,
The League of Nations, The Provisional Government of the
Republic of Korea, Petition for mandate, Anti-Provisional
Government and anti-Rhee, Syng-man drive, Theory of

diplomatic independence, Permanent neutral country,
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Washington, D, C,,
February 25, 1919,

The president of the United States,

Sir:

The undersigned have been authorized by the Executive Council of the
Korean National Association which represents 1,500,000 Koreans residing in
America, Hawaii, Mexico, China and Russia, to present to you the following
memorial:

We, The Koreans of America, Hawaii, Mexico, China and Russia voicing
the sentiment of 15,000,000 of our countrymen in Korea, lay before you the
following facts:

Japan established her protectorate over Korea, after the Russo-Japanese
war, in direct violation of her treaty obligations to Korea, It is a matter of
diplomatic record that Korea formed an alliance with Japan at the beginning
of the Russo-Japanese war to aid the latter power to win the struggle, This
was done in consideration of a definite guarantee by Japan of the political
independence and territorial integrity of Korea, Taking Korea as a prize of
war was a breach of covenant and of faith on the part of Japan, Neither the
people, nor the Emperor, nor the responsible Prime Minister of Korea ever
sanctioned the protectorate and subsequent annexation of their country, It

was perpetrated at the point of the sword, as sheer might over right,



Since the Japanese occupation of Korea, the country has been mis-ruled,
from the standpoint of the Korean people, Natural resources are being
developed, but they are exploited for the benefit of Japanese, not of Koreans,
All the rights to develop the resources of the country are given to the
Japanese, and the enterprise, even of the humblest sort, is insidiously hampered.
The Korean merchant cannot complete with his Japanese competitor because
of the preferential treatment accorded of the latter by the Japanese
government, Hundreds of thousands of Japanese, unable to make a living in
Japan proper, are brought over to Korea and are provided for at expense of
the Koreans, Thus the Korean people are reduced to industrial serfdom, and
are forced to submit to the Japanese through economic pressure,

From the standpoint of culture and enlightenment, the Japanese
occupation of Korea has brought a still greater calamity to our people, That
Government made a systematic collection of all works of Korean history and
the literature in public archives and private homes and burned them, All
Korean periodical literature—from local newspapers to scientific journals—
has been completely stamped out, The Japanese language has been made
the official tongue not only in official documents but in schools as well,
Educational regulations forbid the teaching of Christianity ; but not Shintoism
(the national religion of Japan), and of history, geography and the Korean
language in all schools in Korea, Furthermore, the regulations provide that
all Korean schools shall be under the supervision of Japanese educators, and
that Korean children shall be taught to salute the Japanese flag and worship
the Japanese Emperor’s tablet, The government does not allow Korean
students to go to Europe or America to finish their education, No public
gathering of any kind is allowed among the Koreans, and even religious
services are vigilantly watched by Japanese gendarmes, The Christian church

in Korea is insidiously discriminated against by the Japanese authorities, as
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was shown by the well known “Conspiracy Case” of 1912, when more than
one thousand leaders among Korean Christians were imprisoned and their
beneficent activities ended,

The above is a brief summary of only a few of the many flagrant injustices
to which the Korean people have been and still are forced to submit. We,
the common people of Korean, with a passion for self-government and
political independence, come to you, knowing that you are an arbiter of
justice and a champion of equal rights for all peoples, strong or weak, with
the hope that you may exert your good offices in helping we secure justice
at this great time, when the destiny of subject nationalities is about to be
taken up for consideration at the Peace Conference,

In the name of fifteen millions of liberty-loving Koreans, we earnestly
petition you to present the accompanying memorial to the Peace Conference,
and to espouse our cause of freedom at the Peace Table, so that the Allied
Powers assembled at the Peace Conference will take such action as will free
Korea from the present domination of Japan and place Korea under the
mandatory of the League of Nations with the definite guarantee of complete
independence in the future, The accomplishment of this will convert the
Korean peninsula into a zone of neutral commerce to the benefit of all nations,
It will also create a buffer state in the Far East which will help prevent
aggrandizements by any single power and maintain peace in the Orient,

We fully appreciate the fact that it will be a delicate task for you to
suggest anything concerning the fate of a people who have not been
officially associated with the Allies in the war, But thousands of our
countrymen fought as volunteers for th Allied cause on the Russian front for
the first two years of the war, And our people in America proportionately
contributed to the cause of democracy both in men and money, The

American interests in Korea, industrial, commercial and religious, are such



that the United States cannot afford to be indifferent as to what is taking
place in the Korean peninsula, The American-Korean treaty, in which the
United States pledged friendly aid to Korea, has never been abrogated or
rescinded in any manner or for by the people of Korea ; nor have the
Koreans, as a people, ever done anything to forfeit the friendship and
interest of the United States,

We believe, further, that, apart from these moral obligations on the part
of the United States to aid the Koreans in their aspirations for
self-determination, the United States cannot afford, for the safety of its own
interests, to tolerate Japanese aggression in the Far East, and that the world
cannot be made “safe for democracy” so long as 15,000,000 liberty-loving
Koreans are forced to live under an alien yoke, One of your ideals for a just
and lasting peace, which the Allied nations have agreed to accept as the
guiding principle for settlement of questions at the Peace Conference, is that
“all  well-defined national aspirations shall be accorded the utmost
satisfaction,” This does not exclude, but surely includes, the well-defined
national aspirations of the Korean people, We earnestly hope that you will
initiate such action as will permit the Korean people also to recover the
common birthright of freeman and to enable them to select the government

under which they wish to live,

Respectfully submitted,
Syngman Rhee (signed)
Henry Chung (signed)

Representatives, Korean Nat'l, Assn,

(FA) WAF, TAWIERIY] SHEEy, TH ofAloREStA T4, 1989, 235~239%,
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Paris, France, April 5th, 1919

TO THE INTERNATIONAL PEACE CONFERENCE
PARIS, FRANCE,

Sirs,

The undersigned delegated by the New Korean Young Men's society
representing the 18,700,000 Korean people domiciled in Korea, Manchuria,
Siberia, America and elsewhere, beg to submit the accompanying
memorandum concerning Korea's claims for liberation and would earnestly
ask your distinguished Conference to grant us a just and impartial judgement
after your careful investigation and full consideration of the question,

We base Korea’s claims for independence on the followings grounds:

1, Japan guaranteed the perpetual independence and integrity of Korea by
her treaty with Korea in 1876 at Seoul, with China in 1885 at Tientsin and
in 1895 at Shimonoseki, and again with Korea in 1904, Also Japan declared
war against China in 1894 and against Russia in 1904 on the ground that the
independence of Korea and the peace of the Far East was her paramount
aim,

2. The United States of America guaranteed the integrity of Korea by the
treaty of 1882,

3, Japan acquired Korea by internationally illegal means only, having
forced the treaty of Protectorate in 1905 at the point of the sword ; and this

treaty was never properly signed and sealed and was declared null and void
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by the then Korean Emperor in his appeal to the United States of America.

4, The people of Korea never acquiesced to submit to Japan's rule,

5. With the exception of a few centuries Korea has had her independent
existence for more than 1200 years with her own language and culture, as
a distinct race from Japan and gave to Japan her start among the civilized
groups of mankind,

6. Korea being the key to the Far Eastern question Asia will never have
permanent peace as long as Korea’s 18,700,000 people are bleeding and
crying for deliverance, It is absolutely necessary to avert another great war,
and if Korea is not liberated now and the Far Fast is left in the same
condition in which the Balkans were before the war it will be another case
of the same results following the same conditions,

7. Aside from the question of ‘the consent of the governed” Korea’s case
is different from the other Asiatic possessions of the Powers, India was
conquered, Annam was ceded to France by China and the Philippines
likewise to America to Spain, Japan has no claim whatever on Korea,

8. Unless Korea is liberated now and Japan's advance into Manchuria and
Siberia checked the latter will soon realize her ambition of bringing all or
most of Asia under her imperial flag and militarism,

9. Economically and commercially Japan's asiatic hegemony will prove
detrimental to the vital interests of the western Powers and the world at
large,

10, Korea is now being governed by the most oppressive military rule
ever known in history, and the nation is being emasculated and on the verge
of becoming extinct, Japan is trying to exterminate the Korean language and
annihilate the Korean people as far as possible,

11, Tt is the unanimous sentiment and will of the entire 18,700,000 Korean

people to be liberated, as shown by the recent open declaration of
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independence on March 1st by a united body of more than 3,000,000 people
in all the principal cities of Korea,

12, On account of the strong inherent racial feeling, which is growing
more and more into a bitter hatred as the days go by since the Japanese
occupation, Koreans could never live peacefully under an alien race like
Japan even if a certain amount of freedom were allowed, Korea would rather
submit herself to an international supervision for a probationary period,
provided Japan is not a member of such a supervisory group.

The Korean people beg of your Conference to appoint, if necessary, a
commission to hear our case and to ultimately allow us a voice in your

august council,
IN BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF KOREA
Kiusic Kimm (signed)

Representative of THE NEW KOREAN YOUNG MEN's SOCIETY

(Z&*]) Wilson Papers, Microfilm, Reel No, 339, “To the International Peace Conference,”



